
 

DR ADAMA TRAORE? CHAIRMAN 
OF THE 4th SCIENCE WEEK 

“I am extremely pleased that our 
technical and financial partners 
are willing to accept the 
leadership of CORAF” 

 

What are your feelings regarding your choice by 
CORAF/WECARD as Chairman of the Science 
Agriculture Week of West and Central Africa? 

I express my gratitude to CORAF/WECARD for 
choosing as chairman of the Agriculture Science 
Week. It is a great honor. I am especially pleased to 
take this mission because CORAF/WECARD since 
the period of its renaissance with the creation of the 
new CORAF has now become an organization well 
adopted by member countries and regional 
governance bodies (ECOWAS, ECCAS). It places the 
organization in a unique position to enable it to 
achieve the vision that we, at the time in 1999, we 
thought. An organization in which the member states 
and their national research systems work together to 
pool their efforts, and resources to achieve the goals 
that policy makers and people expect from an 
organization like ours. 

It was not an easy task?  

The Executive Secretariat has evolved as you know. 
With Dr. Ndiaga Mbaye, whom I congratulate for 
doing an extremely difficult work for this little 

transition, know that this was an extremely limited 
team of two researchers: the Executive Secretariat 
and Marcel Nwalozi, scientific coordinator. When I 
go now to CORAF/WECARD, I see how the 
organization has developed and structured and 
especially when I see the appropriate human 
resources from different member countries, I realize 
that our organization has matured tremendously. This 
is why when I was called to preside over the Science 
Week, I took the opportunity to testify that the 
progress and expectations we had at that time were 
fully satisfied even surpassed. I am extremely pleased 
that our technical and financial partners are willing to 
accept the leadership of CORAF. 

Which initiatives of CORAF/WECARD are you 
more proud of?  

I am proud of the organization that has given 
structuring programs to facilitate cooperation. I salute 
in particular the Program of agricultural productivity 
in West Africa (PPAAO / PPAAO). I find it 
extremely well-conceived. It was launched by Senegal, 
Mali and Ghana. I particularly welcome its innovative 
character in the sense that the country agreed to fund 
international and regional cooperation supported by 
CORAF/WECARD. When I was president of 
CORAF, all the time we send letters to member 
countries to fulfill their contributions, the amount 
was so low. When I saw that each of these three 
countries agreed to give $ 1 million to 
CORAF/WECARD and that the institution was able 
to restructure. I think that the program now include 
13 countries, we need it both in West and Central 
Africa that suffers from lack of investment in 
research. We will soon have CAAPP to strengthen 
countries in Central Africa to meet people's 
expectations. This will be an important step to help 
strengthen sub-regional cooperation in Central 
Africa. We will do our best to ensure that this project 
could emerge. 

 

 



SIDE EVENTS 
The private sector and 
CORAF/WECARD for useful 
research 

As part of the 4th Agricultural Science Week in West 
Africa and Central Africa, a side event on the private 
sector and youth employment was organized on the 
theme: "Opportunities and Challenges for Private 
Sector Development, youth promotion and 
employment and women" 

The commitment of CORAF / WECARD for this 
theme comes through: a workshop in November 
2013 to raise the mobilization and involvement of the 
private sector in the implementation of the second 
operational and strategic plan of 
CORAF/WECARD; a gender policy involving the 
private sector in its activities to create favorable 
incubation conditions for youth and self-employment 
of women; the implementation of a "Knowledge for 
employment-based Internet" project on the one hand 
and on the other UNIBRAIN project to increase the 
use of the results of scientific research as a source of 
new jobs for educated youth. Note the need to 
develop public-private partnerships and strategies for 
the exploitation of the results of scientific research. 
To motivate more private researchers, participants 
suggested developing market mechanisms of search 
results. , To reverse the situation, the participants of 
this session invited the CORAF / WECARD fund 
youth activities in addition to the "knowledge for 
employment based on the Internet" program and 
develop public instruments to promote employment 
youth through the use of technologies and 
innovations. This is to make agriculture a business 
and a source of employment especially for young 
people. Private research is facing enormous 
challenges, both internally and externally. In addition, 
the potential for private innovation is often not taken 
into account by conventional research. Also, research 
driven by private is forced to develop its own strategy 
and make his own plea It is in this context that fall 
activities Gisele Lopes Almeida who was able to 
make an ecological agriculture business profitable by 
finding biological solutions to input problems. Three 
types of organic products have been developed by his 
company: the nematicides biodegradeur the 
biocompost and activator nematicide growth. All 
these innovations have the advantage of preserving 
the health of plants and animals including promoting 
modern family farming.  

Knowledge management 
and building resilience to 

menu 

During the first day of the fourth week 
agricultural science, a parallel event with the 
theme: "Production and knowledge management 
to enhance the resilience of agro-forestry-
pastoral systems. The chaired by Professor 
Daniel Franck Idiata, Commissioner General of 
the National Centre for Scientific and 
Technological Research of Gabon 
(CENAREST) session was marked by 
presentations and discussions on the main 
theme. 
In his presentation Dr Valentine YAPI-Gnaore, 
General of the International Center for Research 
and Develop on the breeding area Subhumid 
(CIRDES) Director addressed the theme: 
Resilience and agricultural development: a new 
paradigm? 
Ms. Yapi-Gnaore, National Agricultural 
Research Systems are directly involved in the 
different management systems resilience through 
the various programs of activities. 
Dr AboubakarNjoya, said CORAF / WECARD 
has always supported the activities of networks, 
associations and learned societies in connection 
with issues of agricultural research and 
development. He called for the formation of 
associations of economists and biometrics that 
could be supported by CORAF / WECARD. 
Dr Adama Sow the Inter School State Science 
and Veterinary Medicine (EISMV) gave a 
presentation entitled "Multi-sectoral approach to 
tsetse and trypanosomiasis control: case of the 
Pan-African Campaign for the Eradication of 
Tse- Tse and Trypanosomiasis in Africa 
(PATTEC) in Burkina Faso. " Nounagnon 
Richard HODOMIHOU CIRAD for its part 
presentation on the topic: "Characterization of 
contamination of peri-urban agricultural systems 
Dakar by trace metals"; Emmanuel Panyoo 
Akdowa reflected on the theme: "Contributions 
Innovations Research improvement of Central 
African agro-food systems "; while the 
communication HOUESSOU Mawuna Donald 
vulnerability based on farming communities to 
climate variability and climate change: focus on 
the center of Benin

 
 



 Capacity building in 
agricultural research and 
development studied 
 
CORAF/WECARD organized a side event on 
the theme: "Building skills in agricultural 
research and development to boost innovation 
and entrepreneurship" chaired by Dr Rosemary 
AMMA Mamaa ENTUA-MENSA Deputy 
Director General of CSIR-Ghana. 
This session that aims to adopt a participatory 
and different approach was presented by Dr. 
Felix-Johnson Tina Ellis (Njala University, Sierra 
Leone). She considers that the West and Central 
Africa has predominantly young population, to 
innovate universities must change their 
agricultural education methods. 
 
"We must train job creators but not job seekers." 
She also launched a call to researchers, the 
international community and policy makers to 
support women farmers who continue to 
contribute to the development of rural 
communities. 
Daniel Donald NTOCK-NGEWE (IRAD, 
Cameroon) introduced strategic lessons on 
insertions of young women in agricultural 
research in Cameroon showing that the number 
of agricultural researchers has decreased from 
2002 to 2014. 

 
The West and Central Africa region has in recent 
decades an exponential population growth and 
dynamics of unprecedented transformation. 
Many expectations are expressed by these 
countries vis-à-vis the contribution that 
innovation and entrepreneurship in the 
agricultural sector under huge ambitions for 
economic growth, food security and the fight 
against poverty in general. The combination of 
these multiple objectives poses new and complex 
methodological problems. 
 
 
 
 
 

CTA / CORAF / WECARD 
 
Making Web 2.0, a tool for 
agriculture 

 
A side event organized by CTA and 
CORAF/WECARD took place on June 16, 2014. It 
deals with the themes:“Network for Information 
Management, Communication and Agricultural 
Knowledge (Regica) in West and Central Africa and 
results; electronic platform and web 2.0 tools used in 
Regica. These presentations were made successively 
by Mr Gorgui Alioune MBOW and CTA consultants 
represented by Mr Worlali SENYO. Representatives 
of the Scientific and Technical Committee of 
CORAF/WECARD, FARA, AfricaRice, 
CCARDESA, Academia, YPARD and representatives 
of NARS institutions took part in this reflection. 
The Regica in West and Central Africa was created 
jointly by the CORAF/WECARD and CTA in June 
2014. This is a network of researchers, scientists and 
practitioners of Agricultural Research in West and 
Central Africa who are interested in approaches, 
learning and sharing in the field of Information 
Management, Communication and Knowledge. 
The Regica is supported by CTA and coordinated by 
the CORAF/WECARD. The latter provides the 
secretariat of the network, in partnership with a 
group of volunteers from member institutions. The 
Regica’s role is to strengthen the capacity of member 
institutions in the use of ICT tools and knowledge 
management for agricultural research and 
development; strengthen member institutions with 
the tools and skills necessary for collaboration in 
agricultural research within the sub-region and to 
promote and improve the visibility of agricultural 
research of member institutions. The Regica is a 
virtual network that uses Web 2.0 tools. 
(Http://corafregica.rg), social media (and 
http://www.facebook.com/corafregica 
http://www.twitter.com/corafregica) and Google 
forums (https://groups.google .com / d / forum / 
coraf-Regica). 
Participants appreciated the Regica platform as a 
suitable channel to obtain information search "out of 
drawers" on the ground; while insisting on the 
extension which is also involved in the Regica 
(ResCAR example). Impressed by the practical 
application of Web 2.0 technologies, participants 
congratulated the CORAF/WECARD for this good 
initiative in terms of management of Information, 
Communication and Agricultural Knowledge 

 
 
 



LA SOIREE DE GALA EN IMAGES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


