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TECHNICAL SHEET 

 

Raising red goats in Maradi 

Presentation of Maradi's red goats (AU/Inter African Bureau for Animal Resources, 2017) 

In Niger, goats are represented by two main breeds: the Sahel goat and the red goat of Maradi. 
The latter attracts the attention of livestock technicians, tanners and leatherworkers for its 
many qualities, to the point that in the chapter of symbols attributed to the different regions 
of Niger, it is this breed of red goat that symbolizes the region of Maradi.  Victim of its fame, 
successive droughts and crossbreeding with other goats (especially the Sahel goat), the red 
goat of Maradi, once considered threatened, is gradually regaining its letters of nobility thanks 
to the intervention of the Nigerien government and its technical and financial partners. 
 
Classified in the goat population of Fouta Djalon and belonging to the savannah goat group, 
the Maradi red goat is thought to be the result of a crossbreeding with forest goats. However, 
its marked individuality allows it to be considered as a distinct variety. The largest numbers 
are found in Niger, in the Maradi region.  However, as far as its origin is concerned, the highest 
concentration of pure individuals can be found in the Tessaoua district, which suggests that 
the cradle of the breed is in Niger, although the limits of its breeding in Hausa country straddle 
the Niger-Nigerian border. 
 
The main geographical area of the Maradi red goat covers the department of Maradi, which 
is in the Sudanian zone with rainfall of 600 to 800 mm per year, and a large part of the Sahelian 
zone, where rainfall varies from 200 to 700 mm/year. The Maradi red goat is also found 
southwest of Zinder in Niger, but also in northwestern Nigeria, from the border with Niger to 
the city of Zaria (about 250 km), where it is known as the "Red Sokoto goat. 
 
 

- Characteristics of the red goat of Maradi 

 (source : http://acadrenet.org/acadre/la-chevre-rousse-de-maradi/ ) 

It is a small goat, with short but slender legs. The head is thin, with black mucous membranes, 

rounded forehead, straight or slightly concave profile. The horns are medium in both sexes. 

The ears are long and drooping or horizontal. The hair is short, tight and soft on a firm and 

flexible skin. The coat is homogeneous, shiny, red with mahogany highlights, sometimes black. 

The male can often present a dark dorsal stripe or even black. This goat is very prolific, with 

litters of 2 kids on average. It is very precocious because the first kid is born between 6 and 7 

months. The Maradi red goat is a good milk producing goat: 140 kg of milk during 200 to 220 

days of renting. 

 

 

 

http://acadrenet.org/acadre/la-chevre-rousse-de-maradi/
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- (Source : UA/Bureau Inter Africain des Ressources Animales, 2017) 

The Maradi red goat is distinguished from other species by its much greater weight, its 
conformation, its prolificity and especially its red color, which gives it its name. From a strictly 
phenotypical point of view, the animal is harmonious and rather slender. The head is fine, the 
forehead is rounded, covered with longer and darker hair in the male than in the female.  The 
ears are long, horizontal or drooping. The muzzle is straight, sometimes subconcave. The 
horns are moderately developed. The horns are not very thick, always present, flattened from 
front to back and with a close insertion, they offer a slight twisting movement and diverge at 
their extremity. The neck is short, the chest ample, the withers drowned and the back straight.  
 
The leg, shoulder and croup are well muscled and rest on four rays with fine joints and a 
compact plumb line. The udder is always well developed and thus constitutes an additional 
obstacle to long walks. The tail is short and raised at the end, with bushy and often black hair. 
The horns are heavier in the male, which generally has a beard of longer, bushier and darker 
hair than the female. The adult goat has a mane that extends to the shoulders. The 
measurements of the adult are as follows: - Head length 18-20 cm, head width 8-9 cm, 
pectoral circumference 70-75 cm, chest height 22-25 cm, height (height at withers) 62-67 cm, 
scapulo-iliary length 60-62 cm, scapulo-ischial length 60-70 cm, with the weight of the adult 
males being between 25 and 30 kg, and that of the female between 23 and 28 kg. 
  
The coat is homogeneous, shiny, with mahogany reflections, the hair is short, dense, on a 
supple skin, and any lengthening accompanied by a lightening of the coat, the appearance of 
faded color and especially of white hair, marks an inadmissible setback in the purity of the 
type.  The male is consistently darker in color, with a black dorsal stripe. 
 
 

- Reproduction de la chèvre de Maradi (source : UA/Bureau Inter Africain des 

Ressources Animales, 2017) 

The red goat of Maradi is a particular animal species that is highly sought after. There are 
several reasons why breeders and consumers choose this animal. Raised in good conditions, 
the red goat multiplies rapidly. Twin and biennial births are frequent and continue for a good 
female for 5 to 6 years. The frequency of double, triple or quadruple farrowings increases from 
the first farrowing (generally unique) and continues until the end of the career. This character 
is absolutely due to the purity of the breed. Single litters constitute 60% of all parturitions, 
doubles 36% and triples 4%. The breed has a good milk production, which is reflected in the 
development of the udders.  
 
The annual milk production is 140 to 150 kg of milk during 200 to 220 days of lactation 
(Robinet, 1967); that is to say a daily production of 0.6 l of milk during two periods of 3 to 4 
months. It is also an excellent animal for slaughter with a carcass yield of young castrated 
males at 55% while at the national level the carcass yield of the red goat is estimated at 50% 
(National Program for the Reconstitution of the Livestock, 1980). The female reaches puberty 
around 5 to 6 months. The gestation period is between 145 and 155 days. The first birth occurs 
between 10 and 14 months of age, with variations depending on the conditions of the farm 
and the environment. Nearly 93% of the first births take place before the age of 12 months. 
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The distribution of heats seems to be quite irregular, from 15 to 30 days on average in the 
absence of any detectable pathological cause. The interval between two successive 
pregnancies carried to term is generally variable. At the Maradi station, 20% of the intervals 
were 5-6 months, 25% were 6-7 months, 35% were 7-8 months, 15% were 9-11 months and 
5% were over 11 months. 
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